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Explain the difference between Formal and fake/ Informal English language using comparative and 

superlative expressions : 

Answer: 

      We use formal language in situations that are serious or that involve people we don't know well. 

Informal language is more commonly used in situations that are more relaxed and involve people we 

know well. 

Formal language is more common when we write; informal language is more common when we 

speak. However, there are times where writing can be very informal, for example, when writing 

postcards or letters to friends, emails or text messages. 



There are also examples where spoken English can be very formal, for example, in a speech or a 

lecture. 

Most uses of English are neutral; that is, they are neither formal nor informal. 

Formal language and informal language are associated with particular choices of grammar and 

vocabulary. 

Contractions, relative clauses without a relative pronoun and ellipsis are more common in informal 

language. 

We often choose to use certain modal verbs to be more formal and polite:                                                                                                            

     *May I suggest you try this new model? (more formal)    *Might I suggest you try this new model? 

(very formal)          

Here's a look at lesser-known formal and informal expressions: 

     * Formal: How do you do? 

     * Informal: What's up? 

     * Formal: Firstly... 

     * Informal: To start with/ for a start.. 

 

 


