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Introduction to the Comprehension and Written Expression Module

1. Course Presentation
- Level: Second-year LMD students
- Unit: Fundamental
- Credit: 4
- Standard: 2
- Course hours: 45 hours per semester (3h TD per week)
- Evaluation mode: Continuous check-up (40%)
Exam (60%)
2. Course Description
The comprehension and written expression course is designed to develop second-year
students’ essay writing skills, from basic structure to advanced argumentative techniques,
equipping them with the tools to write confidently and persuasively. It includes a
comprehensive exploration of essay writing, guiding students from theoretical fundamentals to
practical application. Beginning with an understanding of the basic essay format, students will
revise topic sentences and paragraph structure, essential for effective communication. The
course will cover the intricacies of crafting an introductory paragraph, followed by hands-on
experience in writing engaging introductions. Students will also learn about the body of an
essay and how to effectively conclude their writing through theoretical discussions and practical
exercises on concluding paragraphs. Additionally, the syllabus delves into various essay forms,
including narrative and descriptive essays, allowing students to apply their knowledge in both
theoretical and practical contexts.
A focus on expository essays, particularly on cause-and-effect relationships, rounds out
the curriculum in the second semester, equipping students with the skills to express their ideas

clearly and persuasively. It offers a thorough exploration of essay writing, combining
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theoretical principles with practical applications. Students will start by understanding the core
structure of different essay types, such as expository, classification, cause and effect as well as
argumentative essays, focusing on techniques for defining, categorizing, comparing, and
contrasting ideas. The course will also emphasize defending opinions and persuading others,
with a strong focus on using logical reasoning and evidence to support arguments. Practical
exercises will guide students in crafting clear introductions, well-developed body paragraphs,
and effective conclusions. Throughout, students will have opportunities to apply these concepts
in both theoretical discussions and hands-on writing exercises, enabling them to confidently

answer essay questions and express their ideas with clarity.

3. General Course Objectives
By the end of this course, students will be able to:
- Approach comprehension and written expression in the language of study.
- Produce a coherent text.
- Master the basic and essential essay-writing techniques.
- Develop his ideas in a well-structured, meaningful 5-paragraph essay.
- Know a wide range of essay types.
- Handle different techniques and methods to write about various topics and to answer

exam papers (Interpretation, analysis, and synthesis of simple and then complex texts).

Develop their ideas in a well-structured, meaningful 5-paragraph essay.
4. Course Structure
> Semester One
- Lesson One: From Paragraph to Essay
- Lesson Two: Elements and Organisation of an Essay
- Lesson Three: Coherence and Unity in Essays

- Lesson Four: Writing Good Introductions and Conclusions
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- Lesson Five: The Descriptive Essay
- Lesson Six: The Narrative Essay
» Semester Two
- Lesson One: The Expository Essay
- Lesson Two: The Classification Essay
- Lesson Three: The Comparison/ Contrast Essay
- Lesson Four: The Cause-and-Effect Essay
- Lesson Five: The Argumentative Essay
5. Assessment
- Semester One
Written assessment/ 10 pts, individual work / 6 pts, attendance /4 pts.
- Semester Two

Written assessment/ 10 pts, individual work / 6 pts, attendance /4 pts.



Semester One

Lesson One: From Paragraph to Essay

Lesson Two: Elements and Organisation of an Essay
Lesson Three: Coherence and Unity in Essays

Lesson Four: Writing Good Introductions and Conclusions
Lesson Five: The Descriptive Essay

Lesson Six: The Narrative Essay
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Lesson One: From Paragraph to Essay

Overview

This lesson focuses on the fundamentals of academic writing by introducing students to the
structure of paragraphs and essays. It helps learners identify the main components of a
paragraph, such as the topic sentence, supporting details, and concluding sentence, and
understand how these elements combine to form an essay with an introduction, body, and
conclusion. Through reading and analysing model texts, students will develop their ability to
recognise thesis statements, topic sentences, and supporting ideas. By the end of the lesson,
students will be able to distinguish between paragraph and essay structures and apply these
principles in their own writing.
By the end of this lesson, students will be able to:

> Identify the main parts of a paragraph, including the topic sentence, supporting
sentences, and concluding sentence.
Recognise the basic structure of an essay: introduction, body, and conclusion.
Differentiate between a paragraph and an essay in terms of organisation and length.

Locate thesis statements and topic sentences in model texts.

Analyse how supporting details develop the main idea in paragraphs and essays.

vV V V V V

Apply the principles of unity and coherence when organising ideas in their ow

writing.
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Introduction

Writing is an essential skill for students at all academic levels. Whether we write short
paragraphs or long essays, we need to organise our ideas clearly so readers can understand our
message. Many students believe that writing an essay is very difficult; however, it is simply an
extension of paragraph writing. In fact, both paragraphs and essays follow the same basic
principles of organization and structure, so if you can write a good paragraph, you can write a
good essay.

1. Paragraph Form

A paragraph has three necessary parts: the topic sentence, the body (supporting sentences),

and the concluding sentence. The table below shows the components and purpose of each part.

Paragraph Part Purpose

1. The topic sentence States the main point. The topic sentence is often the

first sentence of the paragraph.

2. The body Supports (shows, explains, or proves) the main point

with support sentences that contain facts and details.

3. The concluding sentence Reminds readers of the main point and often makes an

observation.

Table 1: Paragraph Components and Their Purpose
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2. Essay Form

An essay is a piece of writing that examines a topic in more depth than a paragraph. A short
essay may have four or five paragraphs. A long essay is six paragraphs or more, depending on
what the essay needs to accomplish: persuading someone to do something, using research to
make a point, or explaining a complex concept.

An essay has three necessary parts: the introduction, the body, and the conclusion.

Essay Part Purpose
1. The introduction States the main point, or thesis, generally in a single, strong statement
The introduction may be a single paragraph or multiple paragraphs.
2. The body The body supports (shows, explains, or proves) the main point. It

generally has at least three support paragraphs, each containing facts
and details that develop the main point. Each support paragraph has a
topic sentence that supports the thesis statement.

3. The conclusion Reminds readers of the main point. It may summarize and reinforce
the support, or it may make an observation based on that support.
Whether it is a single paragraph or more, the

conclusion should relate back to the main point of the essay.

Table 2: Essay Components and Their Purpose
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Here, we can show how the parts of an essay correspond to the parts of a paragraph.

19

Paragraph

Topic sentence

Supporting sentences

Concluding sentence

Presents the main point

Supports main point

Offers concluding thoughts

Essay

Thesis statement

Supporting paragraphs

Conclusion

Table 3: Paragraph and Essay Corresponding Components
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3. Paragraph vs Essay Structure

20

1. Introduction

General statements
Thesis statement

II. Body

A. Topic Sentence

1. Support

/ 2. Support

Concluding sentence

Topic sentence
|_—1  B. Topic Sentence
A. Support / 1. Support
B. Support 2. Support
C. Support 3. Support
) Concluding sentence
Concluding sentence
C. Topic Sentence
\ 1. Support
2. Support
3. Support

Concluding sentence

II1. Conclusion

Restatement or summary of main
points; final comments

Figure 1: Paragraph vs Essay Structure

4. Components of an Essay
4.1 The Introduction of an Essay
In an essay, the introduction consists of two parts:

a) A few general statements to attract the readers’ attention
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b) A thesis statement is used to state the main idea of the essay. The thesis statement of an
essay is like the topic sentence of a paragraph. It names the specific topic and provides
the reader with an idea of the essay’s contents. It may also suggest the writer’s
perspective on the topic.

4.2 The Body of an Essay

The body consists of one or more paragraphs (best size 3 to 4 paragraphs). Each body
paragraph develops a subdivision (subtopic) of the main topic, so the number of paragraphs in
the body will vary with the number of subtopics.

The body of an essay has unity and coherence, just as a paragraph does. Transitional
signals and the repetition of key nouns help link the paragraphs and make the essay more
coherent. A concluding sentence is often not necessary for each body paragraph, especially
when the ideas in consecutive paragraphs are closely related.

4.3 The Conclusion of an Essay

The conclusion, like the concluding sentence in a paragraph, is a summary or review of

the main topics discussed in the body. Every essay should have a concluding paragraph.

Task 3: Here is a paragraph that was later developed to be an essay. Analyse it by answering the following
questions:

1) Find the topic sentence.

2) Find the supporting sentences

3) Find the supporting ideas (highlight them and underline their sub-ideas)

4) Find the concluding sentence

5) If we are asked to turn this paragraph into an essay, how many paragraphs will it contain?

The Hazards of Movie-going
Although I love movies, going to see them drives me slightly crazy. First of all, getting to the movi

can take a lot of time. I have a thirty-five-minute drive down a congested highway. Then, with a popular
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film, I usually have to wait in a long line at the ticket booth. Another problem is that the theater itself is
seldom a pleasant place to be. A musty smell suggests that there has been no fresh air in the theater since
it was built. Half the seats seem to be falling apart, and the floor often has a sticky coating that gets on
your shoes. The worst problem of all is the behavior of some of the other moviegoers. Kids run up and
down the aisle. Teenagers laugh and shout at the screen. People of all ages loudly drop soda cups and
popcorn tubs, cough and burp, and elbow you out of the armrest on either side of your seat. All in all, I
would rather stay home and wait for the latest movie hits to appear on TV in the safety and comfort of my

own living room.

The following is an essay developed from the above paragraph

Task 4
1) How many paragraphs are there in the text?
2) Underline the topic sentences of § 2,3,4
The Hazards of Movie-going

I am a movie fanatic. When friends want to know what pictures won the Oscar in 1980 or who
played the police chief in Jaws, they ask me. My friends, though, have stopped asking me if I want to go
to the movies. The problems with getting to the theater, the theater itself, and the behavior of some patrons
are all reasons why I often wait for a movie to air on TV.

First of all, just getting to the theater presents difficulties. Leaving a home equipped with a TV and
a video recorder is not an attractive idea on a humid, cold, or rainy night. Even if the weather cooperates,
there is still a thirty-minute drive to the theater down a congested highway, followed by the hassle of
looking for a parking space. Then, there are lines. After hooking yourself to the end of a human chain, you
worry about whether there will be enough tickets, whether you will get seats together, and whether many
people will sneak into the line ahead of you.

Once you have arrived at the box office and purchased your tickets, you are confronted with the

problems of the theater itself. If you are in one of the run-down older theaters, you must adjust to the musty
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smell of seldom-cleaned carpets. Escaped springs lurk in the faded plush or cracked leather seats, and half
the seats you sit in seem loose or tilted so that you sit at a strange angle. The newer twin and quad theaters
offer their own problems. Sitting in an area only one-quarter the size of a regular theater, moviegoers often|
have to put up with the sound of the movie next door. This is especially jarring when the other movie
involves racing cars or a karate war, and you are trying to enjoy a quiet story. Whether the theater is old
or new, it will have floors that seem to be coated with rubber cement. By the end of the movie, shoes
almost have to be pried off the floor because they have become sealed to a deadly compound of spilled
soda, hardening bubble gum, and crushed Ju-Jubes.

Some patrons are even more of a problem than the theater itself. Little kids race up and down the

aisles, usually in giggling packs. Teenagers try to impress their friends by talking back to the scr¢

whistling, and making what they consider to be hilarious noises. Adults act as if they were at home in their
living rooms and comment loudly on the ages of the stars or why movies are not as good anymore. People
of all ages crinkle candy wrappers, stick gum on their seats, and drop popcorn tubs or cups of crushed ice
and soda on the floor. They also cough and burp, squirm endlessly in their seats, file out repeated trips to
the restrooms or concession stand, and elbow you out of the armrest on either side of your seat.

After arriving home from the movies one night, I decided that I would no longer be a moviegoer. 1
was tired of the problems involved in getting to the movies and dealing with the theater itself, as well as
some of the patrons. The next day, I arranged to have cable TV service installed in my home. [ may now
see movies a bit later than other people, but I will be more relaxed watching box office hits in the comfort

of my own living room.

Conclusion

In conclusion, understanding the structure of paragraphs and essays is essential for
effective academic writing. This lesson has helped students recognise the key components of
both forms, including topic sentences, supporting ideas, thesis statements, and concluding

sections. By analysing model texts and completing a range of tasks, students have learned how

en,
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to organise ideas clearly and logically. These skills will help them develop well-structured
paragraphs and essays, which are necessary for success in their academic and professional

writing.
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Lesson Two: Elements and Organisation of an Essay

Overview

This lesson introduces students to the core elements of essay writing and the importanc
of organization in academic writing. It explains the structure of an essay, focusing on the three
essential parts: the introduction, the body, and the conclusion. Students will learn to write
effective introductory paragraphs that include general statements and clear thesis statements.

The lesson also highlights how body paragraphs support the main idea with relevant details and
examples, and how conclusions summarize key points and leave a strong final impression. In
addition, learners will explore different patterns of organization, such as chronological order,
logical division of ideas, and comparison and contrast. Through guided tasks and practice
activities, students will develop their ability to write clear, coherent, and well-structured essays.
By the end of this lesson, students will be able to:
» Identify the main elements of an essay, including the introduction, body paragraphs, and
conclusion.
» Distinguish between general statements and thesis statements in an introductory
paragraph.
» Write clear and effective thesis statements that present the main idea and organization

of an essay.

» Organize ideas logically in body paragraphs and support them with relevant examples
and details.

» Recognize and use different patterns of essay organization.

» Write appropriate concluding paragraphs that summarise key points and leave a strong
final impression.

» Apply the learned strategies to produce well-structured, coherent essays.
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Introduction

Writing an effective essay is an essential academic skill that helps students communicate
their ideas clearly and logically. Whether in school, at university, or in professional life, the
ability to organize thoughts into a well-structured essay is highly valued. An essay is not simply
a collection of paragraphs; it is a coherent piece of writing that presents a main idea supported
by clear arguments and evidence. In this lesson, students will learn the main elements of an
essay, including the introduction, body paragraphs, and conclusion, as well as the organizational
patterns that make writing clear and effective. By understanding these elements, learners will
be able to produce well-organized and meaningful essays.

1. Elements of an Essay

An essay is a collection of paragraphs focused on a single topic and a main idea. It should
include at least four paragraphs. It consists of an introductory paragraph, at least two body
paragraphs, and a concluding paragraph.
1.1 The Introductory Paragraph

The first paragraph of an essay is the introduction. In fact, the introduction is very
important and deserves your careful attention. It is the first part that catches your audience’s
eye. It will either engage the reader with your content or convince them that reading your essay
is not worth it. An introductory paragraph consists of two parts: general statements and the
thesis statement.

1.1.1 General Statements

The first sentence in an introductory paragraph should be a very general comment about
the subject. Its purpose is to attract the reader's attention and to give background information
on the topic. Each subsequent sentence should become more specific than the previous one and
finally lead into the thesis statement. A general statement

» Introduces the general topic of the essay.
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» Captures the reader's interest.

Notice how the general statements in the following introductory paragraph of the ‘Native
American Influences on Modern U.S. Culture’ essay introduce the topic. The first sentence is
about the arrival of Europeans and their encounter with new cultures. The next sentence points
out that there were large differences between Europeans and Native Americans. The next two
sentences indicate that a two-way cultural exchange occurred, but the direction of the exchange

and the specific items involved are not specified.

When the first Europeans arrived on the North American continent, they
encountered entirely new cultures of the Native American peoples. Native
Americans, who had highly developed cultures in many respects, must have been
as curious about the strange European manners and customs as Europeans were
about theirs. As always happens when two or more cultures come into contact, a

cultural exchange occurred. Native Americans adopted some of the Europeans’

GENERAL STATEMENT

ways, and Europeans adopted some of theirs.

1.1.2 The Thesis Statement
The thesis statement is the most important sentence in the introduction. It states the
specific topic and often lists the major sub-topics that will be discussed in the body of the essay.
Additionally, it may indicate the organisation method, such as chronological order or order of
importance. The thesis statement:
» states the specific topic.
» may list sub-topics or subdivisions of the main topic or subtopics.
» may indicate the pattern of organisation of the essay.
» It is normally the last sentence in the introductory paragraph.
The thesis statement is specific; it gives the direction of the exchange (Native American

influences on modern U.S culture) and lists the subtopics (language, art, food, and government).
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As a result, Native Americans have made many valuable contributions to modern

U.S. culture, particularly in the areas of language, art, cuisine, and government.

THESIS
STATEMENT

The introductory paragraph of the model essay is a funnel introduction (see Figure 2.1).
This type of introduction is called a funnel because of its shape, wide at the top and narrowing
toward the bottom. It starts with one or two very general sentences about the topic. Each
following sentence becomes more specific about the topic until the last sentence, which clearly

states what the essay will focus on.

General
statements

tlrrrrr—

Thesis

M rr—rr——

statement

Figure 2: Funnel-Shaped Introduction
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1.2 The Body Paragraphs
The body paragraphs in an essay are like the supporting sentences in a paragraph. They
are the place to develop your topic and prove your points. You can use facts, examples, and
other details to support your points. Quotations and paraphrases can also help to develop the

subtopics that you explore in the body paragraphs.
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1.3 The Concluding Paragraph

The conclusion is the final paragraph in an essay. It has three purposes:
» It signals the end of the essay. To do so, begin your conclusion with a transition signal.
» It reminds your reader of your main points, which you can do in one of two ways:
* Paraphrase the thesis statement.
* Summarise the subtopics discussed in the body.
» It leaves your reader with your final thoughts on the topic. This is your chance to convey a
powerful, impactful message that your reader will remember.
A well-written conclusion features key remarks that the reader will remember most vividly

after finishing the essay. Here are techniques you can use to craft a memorable conclusion:

Make a prediction.

Suggest results or consequences.

Suggest a solution, make a recommendation, or call for action.

Quote an authority on the topic.
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2. Patterns of Organisation in an Essay

Like paragraphs, essays must be carefully organised. The essay consists of three parts: an
introduction, a body, and a conclusion. However, the method that you choose to organise the
information and ideas in an essay can vary.

There are three different patterns of order or organisation that can be used to write an essay:
» Compare and contrast organisation (similarities and/or differences)
» Chronological order (following a particular time sequence)

» Logical division of ideas (according to the writer’s way of thinking)
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2.1 Organisation and Thesis Statements
A thesis statement can indicate the patterns of organisation that an essay will follow.
Consider the following example:
When buying a used car, use these four strategies to get the best price.

Any type of organization that can be selected for this thesis statement falls under the

category of logical organization.

2.2 Organisation and Body Paragraphs

As you have learned, body paragraphs develop subtopics of an essay’s main topic. The
pattern of organisation you choose in the thesis statement will help determine the focus and
order of your body paragraphs. Therefore, a thesis statement states the topic (Native American
contributions to modern U.S. culture) and its subtopics (language, art, food, and government).
This pattern of the organisation (logical) will tell the reader how you will organise your body
paragraphs. i.e., I must adhere to the order specified in the thesis statement. (Art, cuisine,
language and government organisation of body paragraphs will be considered as odd because

they do not match/adhere to the organisation that is initially indicated in the thesis statement).
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Conclusion

In conclusion, understanding the elements of an essay is essential for becoming a
confident and effective writer. A well-structured essay includes a clear introduction, organized
body paragraphs, and a strong conclusion that leaves a lasting impression on the reader. By
learning to write general statements, develop a clear thesis, support ideas with relevant details,
and organize information logically, students can express their thoughts more clearly and
persuasively. Mastering these skills will not only improve academic writing but also help

learners communicate successfully in real-life and professional situations.



Comprehension and Written Expression for Second-year LMD Students 35

Lesson Three: Coherence and Unity in Essays

Overview

This lesson focuses on developing coherence and unity in essay writing. Students will
explore how effective writing requires clear connections between sentences and paragraphs and
a consistent focus on one main idea per paragraph. The lesson introduces practical techniques
for achieving coherence, including repeating key nouns, using pronouns appropriately,
employing transition signals, and organizing ideas logically (chronological order,
comparison/contrast, and logical division). It also emphasizes unity by helping students identify
and eliminate irrelevant sentences. Through guided examples and practice tasks, students will
strengthen their ability to produce clear, organized, and academically sound paragraphs.

By the end of this lesson, students will be able to:

» Define the concepts of coherence and unity in academic writing.

» Identify key nouns, pronouns, and transition signals that contribute to coherence in
paragraphs.

» Apply appropriate repetition of key nouns and correct use of pronouns to improve
clarity.

» Use a variety of transition words and phrases to show relationships between ideas.

» Organize sentences logically using chronological order, comparison/contrast, and
logical division of ideas.

» Recognize and eliminate irrelevant sentences to maintain unity in a paragraph.

» Produce coherent and unified body paragraphs that support a clear thesis statement.




Comprehension and Written Expression for Second-year LMD Students 36

Introduction

Writing an effective essay is not only about having good ideas but also about presenting
them clearly and logically. In academic writing, readers need to follow the writer’s thoughts
easily, without confusion or sudden shifts in direction. This is why coherence and unity are
essential to a successful essay. Coherence helps sentences and paragraphs flow smoothly, while
unity ensures that each paragraph focuses on one main idea. In this lesson, students will learn
to improve the clarity and organization of their writing by using repetition of key nouns and
pronouns, transition signals, and logical order. They will also practice identifying irrelevant
ideas and maintaining unity in their paragraphs.

1. Coherence in Essays

One of the most important elements of a good essay is coherence. The Latin verb cohere
means ‘hold together.” In order to have coherence in writing, the sentences must hold together;
that is, the movement from one sentence to the next (and in longer essays, from one paragraph
to the next) must be logical and smooth. There must be no sudden jumps. Each paragraph should
flow smoothly into the next one.

There are four ways to achieve coherence. The first two methods involve repeating key
nouns and using pronouns that refer back to them. The third way is to use transition signals
to show how one idea is related to the next. The fourth way to achieve coherence is to arrange
your sentences in logical order.

1.1 Repetition of Key Nouns
The easiest way to achieve coherence is to repeat key nouns frequently in your
paragraph. There is no fixed rule about how often to repeat key nouns or when to substitute
pronouns. At the very least, you need to repeat a key noun instead of using a pronoun when the

meaning is not clear. Observe the model paragraph about gold, and see how it uses this
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technique to achieve coherence. The key noun in this paragraph is gold. Circle the word gold

and all pronouns that refer to it.

Gold (1)

Gold, a precious metal, is prized for two important characteristics. First of all, gold has
a lustrous beauty that is resistant to corrosion. Therefore, it is suitable for jewelry, coins, and
ornamental purposes. Gold never needs to be polished and will remain beautiful forever. For
example, a Macedonian coin remains as untarnished today as the day it was minted twenty-
three centuries ago. Another important characteristic of gold is its usefulness to industry and
science. For many years, it has been used in hundreds of industrial applications. The most
recent use of gold is in astronaut suits. Astronauts wear gold-plated heat shields for protection
outside spaceships. In conclusion, gold is treasured not only for its beauty but also for its

utility.

You should have circled the noun ‘gold’ seven times and the pronoun ‘it’ twice. and
the pronoun ‘its’ three times. (The word it in line 5 refers to ‘coin’. not gold. So, you should
not have circled it.)

Observe the following paragraph in terms of coherence. Throughout the following
paragraph, the word ‘gold’ has been replaced with pronouns. Making the paragraph much less

coherent.

Gold (2)

Gold, a precious metal, is prized for two important characteristics. First of all, it has a
lustrous beauty that is resistant to corrosion. Therefore, it is suitable for jewelry, coins, and
ornamental purposes. It never needs to be polished and will remain beautiful forever. For
example, a Macedonian coin remains as untarnished today as the day it was minted twenty-
three centuries ago. Another of its important characteristics is its usefulness to industry and

science. For many years, it has been used in hundreds of industrial applications. Its most
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1.2 Using Pronouns
When you use pronouns instead of key nouns, make sure that you use the same person
and number throughout your paragraph. Do not change from you to he or she (change of

person), or from he to they (change of number).

1.3 Transitional Signals

Transition signals are words such as first, second, next, finally, therefore, and however,

or phrases such as in conclusion, on the other hand, and as a result. Using transition words as
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a guide makes it easier for your reader to follow your ideas. Transition words give your
paragraph coherence.
Transitional signals tell the reader when you are giving a similar idea (similarly,

moreover, furthermore, in addition), an opposite idea (on the other hand, however, in contrast),

an example (for example), a result (as a result), or a conclusion (in conclusion).
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N.B. Transitional signals should not be used in each and every sentence because using them too
much can lead to confusion (just like using them too few). Just ensure that you use sufficient
transition signals to make the relationships among your ideas clear.

Transition signals can be categorised by grammatical function. The tables in the
Appendix show that the three groups are sentence connectors (including transition phrases and
conjunctive adverbs), clause connectors (including coordinating conjunctions and

subordinating conjunctions), and a mixed group called ‘others’ (adjectives, prepositions, and

verbs).
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1.4 Logical Order

In addition to using transition signals and repeating key nouns and pronouns, a fourth way
to achieve coherence is to arrange your sentences in some kind of logical order.

Your choice of one kind of logical order over another will, of course, depend on your topic
and on your purpose. You may even combine two or more different logical orders in the same
paragraph. The important point to remember is to arrange your ideas in some kind of order that
is logical for a reader to follow

Some common kinds of logical order in English are chronological order, logical division
of ideas, and comparison/contrast. Each type of order has its own unique words and phrases to
convey the relationships among the ideas.

In a piece of writing using chronological order, you would expect to find a lot of time
expressions:
- First, next, after that, finally, before the last war, after 1990, since then, in

2010, while working on the project. etc.
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In a paragraph describing differences (contrast), you would find these expressions:

- The most noticeable difference, larger than, unlike, on the other hand, in

contrast, differ from
In a paragraph showing similarities (comparison), you would find these expressions:

- Similarity, similarly, as expensive as, just as, just like, compare with, in

comparison

Logical division of ideas is another common method of organizing ideas to give a paragraph

coherence. Ideas are grouped, and each group is discussed in turn.

- Transition words such as first, second, and third introduce each group.
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2. Unity in Essays

An important element of a good paragraph is unity. Every good paragraph has unity,
which means that only one main idea is discussed. For example, if your paragraph is about the
advantages of electronic books, discuss only that. Do not discuss the disadvantages.
Furthermore, it is a good idea for beginning academic writers to discuss only one advantage,
such as the practicality of electronic books, in each paragraph. If you begin to discuss another
advantage, for example, electronic books are space savers, start a new paragraph.

The second part of unity is that every supporting paragraph must directly explain or
prove the main idea that is stated in the thesis statement. Do not include any information that
does not directly support the topic sentence of the body paragraph. Sometimes students write

supporting sentences that are “off the topic.” These are called irrelevant sentences.
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For example, you are writing about electronic books. In the thesis statement, you
mentioned some aspects of electronic books, such as ‘practicality, safety, and enjoyment’. Now,
in the body paragraph of ‘practicality’, you mentioned ‘it is easy to download’. Then you said,

‘there are some software that are practical,” and you mentioned some of them, including ‘the

best one’. All the information about ‘software’ is off-topic.
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Conclusion

In conclusion, coherence and unity are essential to effective essay writing because they
help readers clearly understand and follow the writer’s ideas. By repeating key nouns, using
appropriate pronouns, applying transition signals, and organizing ideas logically, students can
create smooth, well-structured paragraphs. At the same time, maintaining unity ensures that
every sentence supports the paragraph’s main idea. By practicing these techniques, learners can
improve the clarity, organization, and overall quality of their academic writing, making their

essays more persuasive and easier to read.
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Lesson Four: Writing Good Introductions and Conclusions

Overview

In this lesson, students will learn how to write effective introductions and conclusions
for academic essays. They will explore different types of hook sentences, practise writing clear
general statements, and develop focused thesis statements with subtopics. Students will also
learn how to restate a thesis, summarise key points, and give a strong final message in a
concluding paragraph. Through guided examples and practice tasks, they will improve the
clarity, organisation, and impact of their written work.

By the end of the lesson, students will be able to:
> Identify the parts of an effective introductory paragraph (hook, general statement, thesis
statement).
» Write different types of hook sentences that are relevant to a given topic.
» Formulate clear, focused thesis statements that include a main topic and subtopics.
» Recognise and plan the organisation of an essay (chronological, logical, compare and
contrast) from a thesis statement.

» Write concluding paragraphs that restate the thesis, summarise key points, and give a

final message (prediction, suggestion, or call to action).

» Revise sample introductions and conclusions to improve clarity, coherence, and impact.
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Introduction

Writing a good essay begins with a strong introduction and ends with a powerful
conclusion. In this lesson, you will learn how to capture your reader’s attention with effective
hook sentences, write clear general statements and focused thesis statements, and organize your
main ideas logically. You will also practice writing conclusions that summarize your key points
and leave a lasting impression on your reader. By the end of the lesson, you will be able to plan
and write well-structured introductory and concluding paragraphs for academic essays.

1. Writing Good Introductions

A good introduction captures your reader’s attention. It is funnelled and introduces the
topic clearly. A good introduction provides information relevant to the topic (a general
statement) and states the essay’s main idea (a thesis statement). It has two parts: a general
statement and a thesis statement.

A good introduction covers the WHAT, WHY, and HOW. What is your essay going to
address (topic), why it is important or useful (sub-ideas), and how you are going to argue your
points (organisation: chronological, logical, or compare and contrast)

1.1 Writing a Hook Sentence

A hook sentence is the opening line of an essay, article, or paragraph designed to capture
the reader’s attention. Its aim is to engage the reader and motivate them to continue reading by
evoking curiosity, interest, or emotion right from the beginning. Ensure your hook relates to
your topic and engages the reader with your essay’s subject.

Example: Imagine waking up one morning to find that you can no longer use your

smartphone, ever again.

» Tips for Writing a Hook Sentence
« Use a Surprising Fact or Statistic

e.g., “Did you know that people spend an average of six years of their life waiting in line?”
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o Ask a Thought-Provoking Question
e.g., “What would you do if you found a wallet on the street?”

« Include a Quotation
e.g., “Albert Einstein once said, ‘Imagination is more important than knowledge.’

o Paint a Vivid Picture
e.g., “The chilly wind whipped through the trees as the sun disappeared behind the mountains.”

« Make a Bold Statement
e.g., “Social media is ruining real-life communication.”

o Share a Brief Anecdote or Story
e.g., “When I was seven, I got lost in a bustling shopping mall, and learned the importance of
staying calm.”

« Set the Scene
e.g., “It was midnight in Paris, and every streetlight shimmered with promise.”

o Use Humor
e.g., “My dog ate my homework, so I tried to convince my teacher that I did it.”

1.2 Writing a Good General Statement
The first sentence in an essay is the most important one because, if written successfully,

it will strike the reader’s eye and interest. (trap the reader/ make him fall in love with what you
write). Therefore, the first sentences of the introductory paragraph should be a hook for your
reader. A good and effective general statement is the most original one. There are three most

common attention-getting techniques to write a good general statement.

Telling a dramatic or funny story

Using surprising facts or statistics

Offering a historical background

Giving a definition
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1.3 Writing a Good Thesis Statement

A good thesis statement is

Narrow

States the main topic

Often lists the subdivisions of the topic or subtopics

May indicate the method of organisation of the entire paper

It is usually the last sentence in the introductory paragraph

N.B. When listing two or more Subtopics in a thesis statement, a colon (:) is often useful

A good thesis statement includes three parts

» Topic Identification (name the topic you are talking about)

» Claim (state your belief about the topic)

» Direction (reasons that you are going to use to justify your claim about the topic)

Consider the following example:
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» Topic Identification: written expression module (topic)
» Claim: It is the most important module that affects students’ levels (my belief about
written expression)
» Direction: 1- It helps students to express themselves in a written way
2- It is beneficial for other modules (developing lessons)
3- It matches the exam’s requirements (all the exams involve written
ability)

> Thesis Statement:

The written expression module is the most important module that affects students’
levels because it helps them express themselves, benefits other modules, and aligns

with exam requirements.
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2. Writing Good Conclusions

The conclusion is the final paragraph in an essay. It has three purposes.

It signals the end of the essay. To do so, begin your conclusion with a transition signal.
- It reminds your reader of your main points, which you can do in one of two ways: You can

paraphrase your thesis and summarise your subtopics.



Comprehension and Written Expression for Second-year LMD Students 56

- It leaves your reader with your final thoughts on the topic. This is your opportunity to
convey a strong, effective message that your reader will remember.

* Make a prediction

Suggest results or consequences

¢ Suggest a solution, make a recommendation, or call for action.

Quote an authority on the topic

The minimum length of a concluding paragraph is four sentences.

Conclusion

In conclusion, effective essay writing depends on clear, well-structured introductions
and conclusions. A strong introduction uses a hook, a general statement, and a focused thesis
to tell the reader what the essay is about and how it will be organized. A good conclusion
reminds the reader of the main points, rephrases the thesis, and leaves a final message through
a prediction, suggestion, or call to action. By practicing these skills, students can make their

writing more coherent, persuasive, and memorable across all their academic work.
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Lesson Five: Descriptive Essays

Overview

In this lesson, students will learn to write effective descriptive essays that create a clear)
vivid picture in the reader’s mind. They will review the purpose of description, examine the
main components of a descriptive essay (introduction, body, and conclusion), and learn to
develop a strong thesis statement that conveys a main impression. Students will also practice
using sensory details and logical organization (by space and importance) to support their ideas,
and then apply these skills by writing their own descriptive essay on a given topic.
By the end of the lesson, students will be able to:
» Define what a descriptive essay is and explain its purpose.
> Identify the main components of a descriptive essay (introduction, body, conclusion).
» Write a clear and specific thesis statement that expresses a main impression about a
person, place, or thing.
» Use sensory details (sight, sound, smell, taste, touch) to create vivid and concrete
descriptions.
» Organize a descriptive essay using logical order, such as space order or order of
importance.

» Compose a descriptive essay on a given topic that shows, rather than simply tells, the

reader about the subject.

> Revise their writing to strengthen the main impression and improve descriptive details.
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Introduction
Descriptive writing allows us to paint pictures with words. Instead of simply telling the
reader about a person, place, or thing, we use vivid language and sensory details so the reader
can see, hear, smell, taste, and feel what we describe. In this lesson, we will learn what a
descriptive essay is, explore its main components, and practice crafting strong thesis statements
and detailed paragraphs that bring our topics to life.
1. Definition of the Descriptive Essay
Description is writing that creates a clear and vivid impression of the topic. Description
translates a person, place, or thing into words, often appealing to the senses: sight, hearing,
smell, taste, and touch.
2. Components of the Descriptive Essay
Four basics of good description

It creates a main impression; an overall effect, feeling, or image; about the topic.

It brings a person, place, or physical object to life for the reader

It uses specific examples to support the main impression.

It supports those examples with details that appeal to the five senses:
Sight, hearing, smell, taste, and touch.
3. Introduction of the Descriptive Essay
a) Hook

The hook is the opening sentence of the introduction. It introduces the subject or event

and is designed to engage the reader’s interest.
b) General statement

The general statement part of a descriptive essay can be written by providing personal

background information, historical background information, or a dramatic/funny story.
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¢) Thesis statement
The thesis statement of a descriptive essay needs to state the main topic and the Main
Point in Description.
In description, the main point is the main impression you want to create for your readers.
If you do not have a main impression about your topic, it usually helps to think about how it
smells, sounds, looks, tastes, or feels. A good thesis statement for a descriptive paragraph needs to

be really specific.

- New York City TOIC is always noisy MAINIMPRESSION

- Even in the middle of the night, New York City TOPIC is alive with the noises of people
MAIN IMPRESSION

at work and at play.

It needs a topic and an impression part; the latter should be narrow

e.g., topic Maldives, primary impression: ideal vacation place
Statement: The Maldives is a perfect place for vacation
Specific Thesis Statement: The Maldives is an ideal place for vacation, with its

private and relaxing beaches

Task 1: Select a person from your class and write a descriptive thesis statement

4. Body of the Descriptive Essay
a) Finding details and supporting description
In description, support is the specific, concrete details that show the sights, sounds,
smells, tastes, and textures of your topic. Your description should show your readers what you
mean, not just tell them. Sensory details can bring your description to life. Here are some

qualities to consider:
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Sight
Colors?
Shapes?
Sizes?
Patterns?
Shiny /dull?
Does it look like

anything else?

Sound
Loud /soft?
Piercing
/soothing?
Continuous
/off and
on?
Pleasant
/unpleasant?
(How?)
Does it sound
like

anything else?

b) Organisation

Smell
Sweet /sour?
Sharp /mild?
Good? (Like
what?)

Bad? (Rotten?)
New? (New what?
Leather? Plastic?)
Ol1d?

Does it smell like

anything else?

Taste
Good? (What
does
“good” taste
like?)

Bad? (What does
“bad” taste like?)
Bitter /sugary?
Metallic?
Burning? Spicy?
Does it taste like

anything else?

Table 4: Sensory Details Needed in Descriptive Essays

60

Touch
Hard /soft?
Liquid /solid?
Rough /smooth?
Hot /cold?

Dry / oily?
Textures?
Does it feel like

anything else?

Descriptions can use any of the orders of organisation, space, or importance, depending

on the purpose of the description.

i) Space

If you are describing what someone or something looks like, use space order, the most

common way to organise a description.

Top to bottom/bottom to top, right to left/left to right, near to far/far to near.

ii) Importance

If one detail about your topic is the strongest, use the order of importance and leave that

detail for last. End with a detail that will make the strongest impression.
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C) Transitional Signals for Descriptive Essays

Space Importance

Above, beneath, inside, to the left / right Especially, more /even more, most
Across, beside, near, to the side, at the bottom / top = vivid, in particular, most, strongest
beyond, next to under / underneath

Behind, farther / further opposite, where, below, in

front of, over

Table 5: Transitional Signals for Descriptive Essays

5. Conclusion of the Descriptive Essay
In the conclusion of a descriptive essay, the writer has to remind the reader of the main

impression of the thing being described. This can be mainly done by rephrasing the thesis

statement. Support it by summarising the main descriptions.
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Conclusion

In this lesson, we have seen that a good descriptive essay does more than list facts; it
creates a strong main impression and brings the subject to life through sensory details. By using
a clear thesis statement, organizing ideas in a logical order, and carefully choosing words that
appeal to sight, sound, smell, taste, and touch, writers can help readers vividly imagine a person,
place, or thing. As you write your own descriptive essays, remember to focus on one main

impression and support it with specific, concrete details that show rather than simply tell.
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Lesson Six: Narrative Essays

verview

This lesson introduces students to narrative essays as stories with a clear purpose and
message. Students learn the key components of effective narration, including setting, theme,
mood, characters, and plot, and how to organize events in chronological order using appropriate
transitional signals. Through the analysis of two model narrative essays, learners identify the
purpose, thesis statement, body paragraph structure, and techniques of the conclusion. Finally,
they apply these skills by writing their own narrative essay about a personal experience that
taught them an important lesson.

By the end of the lesson, students will be able to:

» Define what a narrative essay is and explain how it differs from other types of academic
essays.

» ldentify and describe the key elements of effective narration
Recognize the components of a narrative essay

» Analyze sample narrative essays to determine their purpose, thesis statement,
organization, and strategy for the conclusion.

» Use time-order organization and appropriate transitional signals to sequence events

clearly.

» Distinguish between primary support and secondary support in a narrative.
» Compose a narrative essay on a personal experience that clearly expresses a main point

or lesson learned.
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Introduction

A narrative essay is a piece of writing that tells a story, usually from the writer’s point of
view. Unlike other academic essays, narrative essays let you be more personal and creative.
You can describe real experiences, share your feelings, and use vivid details to help your readers
see, hear, and feel what happened. By the end of this lesson, you will understand the elements
of a good narrative, how to organize your ideas in time order, and how to write a story that
clearly conveys the lesson or main point you learned from the experience.

1. Definition of the Narrative Essay

When you write a narrative essay, you are telling a story. Narrative essays are told from
a defined point of view, often the author’s, so there is feeling as well as specific, often sensory,
details to get the reader involved in the elements and sequence of the story. The verbs are vivid
and precise. The narrative essay makes a point, and that point is often defined.

A narrative essay tells a story. In fact, narrative is another word for story. In this unit, you
will learn how to organise and write a narrative essay. Even though the narrative essay has the
same basic form as most other academic essays, it allows the writer to be a little more creative
than academic essays usually are. Narratives can tell long stories or just a few minutes’ worth
of excitement.

2. Components of the Narrative Essay

It reveals something of importance to the writer (the main point).

It includes all of the major events of the story (primary support).

It brings the story to life with details about the major events (secondary support).

It presents the events in a clear, usually chronological, order.
3. Elements of Effective Narration
a) Setting

The setting is the location where the action in a story takes place.
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b) Theme
The theme is the story’s central idea. Very often, the theme will address a common aspect
of life or human nature, such as independence, envy, courage, failure, and success.
¢) Mood
The mood is the feeling or atmosphere that the writer creates for the story. It could be
happy, hopeful, suspenseful, or scary. Both the setting and descriptive vocabulary create the
mood in a narrative.
d) Characters
The characters are the individuals in the story. The story’s mood influences them and
shapes their responses to the events they experience.
e) Plot
The plot is what happens in the story, that is, the sequence of events. The plot often includes
a climax or turning point at which the characters or events change (suspense)
4. Introduction of the Narrative Essay
a) General Statement of a Narrative Essay
Background information about the event
b) Thesis Statement of the Narrative Essay
The thesis statement of a narrative essay consists of the topic and the main point of the
narration. In narration, the main point is what is important about the story to you and to your
readers. It is also preferred to include the reason for importance in the thesis statement.

Topic + Main point in narration = Thesis Statement

e.g. My first trip abroad (topic)
Amazing (main point in narration)
Full of surprises (why it is important)

— My first trip abroad was amazing because it was full of surprises (Thesis Statement)
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e.g. A fight with my brother (topic)
It taught me something (why it is important)
I learned that it is better to stay calm. (main point in narration)
— The last terrible fight I had with my brother taught me the importance of staying calm.
(Thesis Statement)
5. Body of the Narrative Essay
a) Support in Narration
In narration, support consists of the major events you include (primary support) and the
details you provide about those events (secondary support). Your support should demonstrate

your main point: what is important about the story

Support (why your story is important)

Primary support secondary support
Events details about events
(topic sentences of each body paragraph) (supporting sentences)

Narrating a story involves describing events from a particular point of view. We might

experience the same event in the same place, but each person will notice different details and
focus on different aspects because they perceive it differently.
b) Choosing Major Events
When you are writing a narration, you need to give more careful thought to which events to
include, selecting only those that most clearly demonstrate your main point. (Do not include

details that do not serve your main point; they will be considered irrelevant).
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¢) Giving Details about the Events
When you write a narration, include examples and details that will make each event more
realistic and specific to your audience. Give your readers helpful information by adding details
that make each event easier to visualise and understand.
d) Organisation
Narration usually presents events in the order in which they happened, known as time
order/ Chronological. Narration begins at the start of the story and describes events as they
unfold.
e) Transitional Signals
Here are some common transitional signals that can be used for a smooth transition

between events in the narrative essay:

after eventually, meanwhile Soon
as finally next, then
at last first now when
before last second while
during later since

Table 6: Common Time Transitions
6. Conclusion of the Narrative Essay
In the conclusion of a narrative essay, one can remind readers of the main point, its
importance, and make an observation based on it. This is mainly done by rephrasing the thesis
statement and supporting it with a summary of the main ideas.
- It can deliver the moral of the story by telling the reader what the character(s) learned
from the experience.
- It can make a prediction or a revelation (the disclosure of something previously

unknown) about future actions that will result from the events in the story.
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Conclusion

In this lesson, we learned that a narrative essay is more than a storys; it is a story with a
clear purpose and message. By focusing on key elements such as setting, characters, plot, mood,
and theme, and by organizing events in chronological order with strong details, writers can
bring their experiences to life for readers. As you write your own narrative essays, remember
to make your main point clear and to show what you learned from the experience so that your

readers understand why your story matters.
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Lesson One: The Expository Essay

Lesson Two: The Classification Essay

Lesson Three: The Comparison/ Contrast Essay
Lesson Four: The Cause-and-Effect Essay

Lesson Five: The Argumentative Essay
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Lesson One: Expository Essays

Overview

In this lesson, you will explore how expository essays work and why they matter. You
will learn the main parts of an expository essay: introduction, body, and conclusion, and see
how writers use hooks, general statements, and thesis statements to introduce a topic. By
examining model texts, you will notice how each body paragraph focuses on a single main idea,
supported by explanations and examples, and how a conclusion brings the ideas together
without adding new information. By the end of the lesson, you should be able to understand,

analyze, and begin writing your own clear and well-organized expository essay.

By the end of this lesson, students will be able to:

» Define what an expository essay is and explain its purpose.

> Identify the main parts of an expository essay (hook, general statement, thesis statement,
body paragraphs, and conclusion) in a model text.

» Analyze how information and examples are used in body paragraphs to explain and

support ideas.

» Plan and write a short expository essay on a familiar topic, using a clear structure and

logical organization.
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Introduction
Expository essays are a common form of academic writing that students encounter across
many subjects. In this lesson, students will learn what an expository essay is, how it is
structured, and how to write one effectively. By analyzing model essays and identifying the
hook, general statement, thesis statement, body paragraphs, and conclusion, students will
understand how information and analysis work together to explain a topic clearly. By the end
of the lesson, they will be able to plan and write their own expository essay on a familiar topic.
1. Definition of the Expository Essay
An expository essay examines a specific topic and presents arguments. It involves clearly
presenting the main idea, using contrast and comparison, and including relevant examples and
explanations of specific phenomena. Expository essays are information plus analysis essays
that aim to present important information about a specific subject.
2. Introduction of the Expository Essay
The introduction to an expository essay should be concise yet informative. To write a
good introduction for an expository essay, you should focus on the idea of ‘tell me what you
are going to tell me’. Like any essay, the introduction should be eye-catching. It should have
three parts:
a. Hook
The hook is the first sentence of the essay, so it should pique interest in the essay's topic
and encourage the reader to continue reading. Use one of the following strategies to ‘hook’ the
reader:
» An eye-catching statement uses an interesting idea or one that opposes the thesis to
introduce the topic.

» A surprising statistic uses a detail that is not widely known to introduce the topic.
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» A quotation (by an expert on the topic) is a powerfully worded statement that begins
the essay in a knowledgeable and authoritative way.
» A general truth introduces something about the topic that the reader can immediately
agree with.
» A question gets the reader’s attention by forcing them to think directly about the topic.
b. General Statement
Introduce all necessary pieces of information to help a reader understand the intention
of your writing. It can be formed by:
» Giving the historical background related to the topic
» Defining the topic
» Giving background information related to the topic
c. Thesis Statement
Present the point of your essay (why are you writing) and support it (why is your topic
interesting)
Topic: students studying abroad
Main point: the number of students studying abroad is increasing
Support: the specialized programs available, the high status of a foreign degree, and
the desire for a new experience.

Here is the thesis statement:

The number of students studying abroad has been increasing due to specialized

programs, the prestige of a foreign degree, and a desire for a new experience.

One possible way to form the hook sentence for the above thesis statement is as follows:

Is studying abroad something every student should do while in university?
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3. Body of the Expository Essay
The body of an expository essay includes analysis and all findings. A good body for an
expository essay should present examples and justifications. It focuses on the idea of ‘tell me’.
Each body paragraph in an expository essay should cover one and only one idea, and
this idea should be supported with the use of justification (because) and examples. Show why
the examples and justifications that you provided are important to your idea.

Ideas in an expository essay can be inferred by

— Explaining the history of the topic

— Providing some statistics on the topic.

— Mentioning the current situation regarding the topic
— mention attitudes or opinions towards the topic.

They can be organized:

— From general information to more specific information
— Using information familiar to the reader to provide information new to the
reader.
— Chronologically (from older information to newer information
4. Conclusion of the Expository Essays
The conclusion of an expository essay should summarize the key ideas discussed in the
body paragraphs without introducing any new facts. It should focus on the idea of ‘Tell me what

you told me’. It can be written by restating the thesis, stating the major final thoughts, and

ending with the lessons learned. It should be kept lively.
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ell

Conclusion

In conclusion, expository essays are a powerful way to explain ideas clearly and

logically. By understanding how to craft an effective hook, state a clear general statement, and
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present a focused thesis, you can introduce any topic with confidence. Well-structured body
paragraphs, supported by explanations and examples, help you develop your ideas, and a strong
conclusion ties everything together without introducing new information. As you continue to
practice this type of writing, you will become better at organizing your thoughts, supporting

your points, and communicating your ideas precisely and convincingly.
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Lesson Two: Classification Essay

Overview

In this lesson, students will be introduced to classification essays as a way to organize
ideas in academic writing. They will learn the definition and purpose of a classification essay,
examine model texts, and identify key elements, including the hook, general statement, thesis
statement, body paragraph structure, and conclusion. Students will then apply this knowledge
by analyzing the provided thesis statements and developing their own classification essay based
on one of the suggested topics. By the end of the lesson, they should be able to plan and write

a clear, well-organized classification essay using appropriate categories and transitions.

By the end of this lesson, students will be able to:

» Define what a classification essay is and explain its purpose in academic writing.

» Identify the parts of a classification essay (hook, general statement, thesis statement,
body paragraphs, and conclusion) in model texts.

» Analyse how ideas are grouped into categories and supported with examples in the body
paragraphs of a classification essay.

» Write a clear thesis statement that names the topic, states the basis of classification, and

lists the categories.

» Plan and draft a short classification essay using appropriate categories, topic sentences,

supporting details, and transition signals.
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Introduction

In academic writing, it is not enough to simply list ideas or examples; writers must organize
them in a logical and meaningful way. One effective way to do this is through a classification
essay. A classification essay groups people, things, or ideas into categories based on shared
characteristics. In this lesson, we will learn what a classification essay is, how it is structured,
and how to write an effective thesis statement, body paragraphs, and conclusion.

1. Definition of the Classification Essay

A classification essay is a subtype of expository essays that organizes, orders, and
categorizes subjects, ideas, or objects into distinct groups. It aims to arrange subjects and

objects with similar characteristics.

2. Introduction of the Classification Essay
a) Hook
State an interesting hook statement to make your introduction appealing.
b) General Statement
Provide the essay’s purpose and explain why the items are categorized.
¢) Thesis Statement
A well-formed thesis statement for a classification essay should identify the subject to be
categorized, state the basis of classification, and list the classification's groups.

Consider the following thesis statement:

Countries can be classified into three categories based on their economic conditions:

developed, developing, and underdeveloped.

— The subject to be categorized is: countries
— The basis of classification is: economic status (not educational or social status)

— The classification groups are: developed, developing, and underdeveloped countries
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3. Body of the Classification Essay
The body section of the classification essay comprises three or more paragraphs,
depending on the categories. Each paragraph provides relevant information, examples, and

evidence to support the thesis statement. Also, start each paragraph with a topic sentence.

a. Organization
The right approach is to discuss the most critical category in the last paragraph.
b. Transitional signals/ phrases
Use classification-essay transition words to ensure the data flows logically from one
paragraph to the next.
- The Ist kind, the 2nd kind, the 3rd kind
- The 1st group, the 2nd group, the 3rd group
- The 1st category, the 2nd category, the 3rd category
4. Conclusion of the Classification Essay
To write a good conclusion for a classification essay, you can follow these steps:
- Restate the thesis statement
- Summarize the various types that you have examined in your classification
essay.

- Recommend the particular one over the others, depending on the subject

matter.
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Conclusion

In summary, a classification essay is a useful tool for organizing ideas by grouping
people, things, or concepts into clear categories. By learning to write a strong introduction with
a clear thesis statement, develop focused body paragraphs for each category, and end with a

thoughtful conclusion, students can present their ideas in a logical and effective way.
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Understanding this structure will not only help you write better classification essays but also

improve your overall academic writing and critical thinking skills.



Comprehension and Written Expression for Second-year LMD Students 93

Lesson Three: Compare/Contrast Essay

Overview

In this lesson, students will learn how to write effective compare/contrast essays. They
will review the definition and purpose of comparison and contrast, study the basic structure of
introductions, body paragraphs, and conclusions, and learn two main organizational patterns:
point-by-point and whole-to-whole (block). By analyzing model essays and identifying thesis
statements, topic sentences, and transitional signals, students will see how writers present
similarities and differences clearly. Finally, they will apply these skills by developing their own

compare/contrast essays on familiar topics.

By the end of this lesson, students will be able to:

» Define what a compare/contrast essay is and explain its purpose in academic writing.

» Identify thesis statements, points of comparison/contrast, and transitional signals in
model essays.

» Distinguish between point-by-point and whole-to-whole (block) organization in
compare/contrast essays.

» Plan a compare/contrast essay by selecting appropriate subjects and organizing key

similarities and differences.

» Write a coherent compare/contrast essay with a clear introduction, well-organized body

paragraphs, and an effective conclusion on a given topic.
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Introduction
In academic writing, we often need to show how two things are similar and how they differ.
This is called compare and contrast. Comparing and contrasting ideas, people, places, or events
helps us think more critically and express our opinions more clearly. In this lesson, you will
learn what a compare/contrast essay is, how it is organized, and how to write an effective
introduction, body, and conclusion. You will also analyze sample essays and then practice
writing your own compare/contrast essay on familiar topics.
1. Definition of the Compare/Contrast Essay
Comparison is writing that shows the similarities among subjects; people, ideas, situations,
or items; contrast shows the differences. In conversation, people often use the word compare
to mean either comparison or contrast, but in this lesson, the terms will be kept separate.
Compare = Similarities
Contrast = Differences
2. Basics of Good Comparison and Contrast
A good compare and contrast essay includes the following:

It uses subjects that are sufficiently similar to be compared/contrasted in a useful way.

It serves a purpose — either to help readers make a decision or to help them understand

the subjects.

It presents several important, parallel points of comparison /contrast.

It arranges points in a logical order.

3. Introduction of the Compare/Contrast Essay
-  Hook

It is the opening sentence(s) that attract the readers’ attention.
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- General Statement
One of the ways to form a general statement as part of a compare/contrast essay is
by defining the subjects/objects of comparison.
- Thesis Statement
It is made up of two parts
Subjects/objects + main point
e.g.,

— My two sisters %) have completely different personalities (main point

— The Vietnam and Iraq wars “"%ec®) have several significant similarities. (main point

— The United States and Russia "¢ provide a good example of two countries
that are geographically distant and have fundamental differences, yet still find
commonalities, (main point)
4. Body of the Compare/Contrast Essay
In the body of a compare/contrast essay, choose points that will be convincing and
understandable to your readers. Explain your points with facts, details, or examples.
4.1 Organization in the Comparison and Contrast Essay
Although body paragraphs in a comparison /contrast essay should often be organized by
order of importance, meaning that the most important point is saved for last, they can be
organized in two ways:
- Point-by-point
It is an organization that presents one point of comparison or contrast between the
subjects, then moves on to the next.
- Whole-to-whole (Block)
It is an organization that presents all the points of comparison or contrast for one subject,

then all the points for the next subject.
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Point of Comparison Job X Job'Y Same or Different?
Salary 30$/ hour 25%/ hour different
Frequence of raises Annual evaluation | Semi-annual evaluation
Benefits good good same
Vacation
Health
insurance
Pension plan
Sick leave
Advancement not good good different
opportunities
Workplace high pressure, | friendly, supportive different
atmosphere competitive
Commuting distance 30 minutes 32 minutes same

Table 7: Sample Data for Comparison

Data in the above table can be organized following the point-by-point model as follows:

Point-by-point organization

Body

=

¢ Aa

E.

Introduction

points.

Salary

Benefits

Thesis statement: One way to decide between

two job offers is to compare the on important

Opportunities for advancement

Workplace atmosphere

Communicating distance from home

Conclusion
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Another way to organize the same data is to follow the whole-to-whole (block)

organization, which can be shown as follows:

Whole-to-whole (Block)

Organization

Introduction
Thesis statement: One way to decide between
two job offers is to compare the on important
points.
Body
A. Similarities
o Benefits
o Communicating distance from home
B. Difference
o Salary
o Opportunities for advancement
o Workplace atmosphere

Conclusion

4.2 Using Transitions in Comparison and Contrast

To achieve a smooth transition between ideas and body paragraphs in a compare-and-

contrast essay and to guide your reader in identifying areas of similarity and difference, some

transitional signals can be employed. Some common of these latter are stated in the following

table:
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Comparison Transitions Contrast Transitions
both in contrast
like most important difference
most important similarity now/then
one similarity/ another similarity one difference/ another difference
similarly unlike
while

Table 8: Common Compare/Contrast Transitions

5. Conclusion of the Compare/Contrast Essay
To write a good conclusion for a compare/contrast essay, some steps can be followed:
- Paraphrase the thesis statement
- Summarize the main ideas of the body
- Insert your opinion implicitly
6. Compare/Contrast Essay Structure
To sum up what has been explained about the structure of a compare-and-contrast

essay, it can be further simplified in the following chart:
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Compare/Contrast Essay Structure

Point-by-point organization

Whole-to-whole (block) organization

Introduction (Set up the compare/contrast)
-  Hook
- General Statement
- Thesis Statement

- Body paragraph 1: point of
comparison or contrast
o Subject/object A
o Subject/object B
- Body paragraph 2: point of
comparison or contrast
o Subject/object A
o Subject/object B
- Body paragraph 3: point of
comparison or contrast
o Subject/object A

o Subject/object B

Conclusion
» Remind readers of the main point
and makes an observation based
on it

Introduction (Set up the compare/contrast)
-  Hook
- General Statement
- Thesis Statement

- Body paragraph 1: Subject/object A
o 1% point of comparison or contrast
o 2" point of comparison or
contrast
o 3" point of comparison or
contrast
- Body paragraph 2: Subject/object B
o 1% point of comparison or contrast
o 2" point of comparison or
contrast
o 3" point of comparison or
contrast

Conclusion
» Remind readers of the main point
and makes an observation based
on it
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Conclusion

In conclusion, compare/contrast essays are a powerful way to examine relationships
among ideas, people, places, or events. By choosing clear points of similarity and difference,
using logical organization (point-by-point or block), and adding appropriate transitions, writers
can help readers better understand complex topics or make informed decisions. After analyzing
models and practicing your own writing, you should now be able to plan, organize, and write a

well-structured compare/contrast essay from introduction to conclusion.
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Lesson Four: Cause-and-Effect Essay

Overview

In this lesson, students will be introduced to cause-and-effect essays, a key type §f
expository writing. They will learn what causes and effects are, how to distinguish between
them, and how to write clear thesis statements that focus on causes, effects, or both. The lesson
will present two main ways to organize ideas, block and chain organization, and highlight
common transitional signal words that show cause-and-effect relationships. Through the
analysis of model essays and guided practice, students will progress from understanding the

structure to planning and writing their own cause-and-effect essays on familiar topics.

By the end of this lesson, students will be able to:

» Define ‘cause’ and ‘effect’ and distinguish between them in a text.

» Identify the thesis statement, causes, effects, and transitional signals in model cause-
and-effect essays.

» Differentiate between block organization and chain organization in cause-and-effect
essays.

» Use appropriate cause-and-effect signal words to show logical relationships between

1deas.

» Plan and write a well-structured cause-and-effect essay on a given topic, using either

block or chain organization.
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Introduction

In academic writing, it is not enough to state that something happens; writers must also
explain why it happens and what results from it. Cause-and-effect essays help us understand
the reasons behind events and the consequences that follow. In this lesson, we will learn to
define causes and effects, organize ideas using block and chain structures, and use appropriate
transitional signals. By the end of the lesson, you will be able to analyze model texts and write
your own well-structured cause-and-effect essay on a given topic.

1. Definition of the Cause-and-Effect Essay

A cause is what made an event happen (reasons). An effect is what happens as a result of
an event (the result). In a cause-and-effect essay, you discuss the reasons or causes for
something, and then you discuss the results.

A good cause and effect essay explains causes, effects, or both, presents real causes,

presents real effects, and gives detailed examples or explanations of the causes or effects.

Consider the following figure:

Possible Causes Possible Effects

Not studying Event/situation
- Not going to class

- Not doing assignments
- Not taking quizzes

- Not asking questions

- Not getting help with
problems

Losing the value of tuition
already paid

- Losing student aid

- Getting discouraged
- Dropping out

- Feeling angry or depressed
- Staying in the same rut

Failing a course

Figure 3: Event and Cause-and-Effect Relationship



Comprehension and Written Expression for Second-year LMD Students 107

2. Introduction of the Cause-and-Effect Essay
-  Hook
It can be written by asking a question, presenting statistics, stating a false belief, an
opposing idea, or a shocking fact, etc.
- General statement
It can be formed by giving a definition or background information on the topic.
- Thesis Statement
The thesis statement of a cause-and-effect essay should include two parts: the topic
and the main point
o Topic names the subject that you want to discuss
o The main point covers the purpose of your essay. Is it to discuss only the cause of
your subject, or to solely deal with the effect of your topic, or both (cause and
effect of your topic)?
Topic + Main point = thesis statement
e.g.,
— CoronavirusTP® has devastating effects on the world’s economy Main point
— Coronavirus TPi¢ js claimed to emerge due to many causes Main point
— Although the Coronavirus T°Pi¢ is claimed to emerge due to many causes, it for sure
has devastating effects on the world’s different domains Main point
3. Body of the Cause-and-Effect Essay
In the body of a cause-and-effect essay, you have to support your thesis statement by
giving real causes and real effects about your topic. This is done with reference to real

justifications and examples.
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3.1 Organization

You can organize a cause/effect essay in two main ways: ‘block’ organization and

‘chain’ organization.
i. Block Organization

In block organization, you first discuss all the causes as a block (in one, two, three, or
more paragraphs, depending on the number of causes). Then you discuss all the effects together
as a block. You can discuss either causes or effects first. Of course, you can also discuss only
causes or only effects.

In block organization, a short paragraph often separates one major section from another.
This paragraph is called a transition paragraph. Its purpose is to conclude one section and
introduce another. You do not always have to write a transition paragraph, but it is helpful when

your topic is long and complex. This can be illustrated in the following table:

Block Organization
A B C B

Introduction Introduction Introduction Introduction
Body Body Body Body

1% cause 1% cause Effects 1% effect

2" cause Transition paragraph | Transition paragraph 2nd effect

3 cause 2" cause 1t cause 3 effect
Transition paragraph 31 cause 2™ cause 4™ effect

1t effect 4™ cause 31 cause

2nd effect effects
Conclusion Conclusion Conclusion Conclusion

Table 9: Block Organization in the Cause-and-Effect Essay
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ii. Chain Organization
In this pattern of organization, causes and effects are linked in a chain. One event causes
a second, which in turn causes a third, which in turn causes a fourth, and so on. A chain
organization usually works better than a block organization when the causes and effects are

closely related. The following table explains the chain organization:

Chain Organization

Introduction

Body
cause
effect
cause
effect
cause
effect
cause
effect

Conclusion

Table 10: Chain Organization in the Cause-and-Effect Essay
3.2 Transitional Signals for the Cause-and-effect Essay
A cause-and-effect essay has its own transitional signal words, which can be listed in

the following table:
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Cause signal words

Effect signal words

for

because

since

as to result from

to be the result of

due to

because of

the effect of

the consequence of

as a result of

as a consequence of

the first/ second / third cause
the most important /serious cause

the final cause

as a result

as a consequence

therefore

consequently

hence

SO

to result in

to cause

to have an effect on

to affect

the cause of

the reason for

thereby

the first/ second/ third effect

the most important /serious effect
a short-term effect/ a long-term effect

the final effect

Table 11: Transitional Signals for Cause-and-Effect Essays

4. Conclusion of the Cause-and-Effect Essay

As we have seen, a cause-and-effect essay is a type of expository essay. Like in the

expository essay, the conclusion of a cause-and-effect essay has three elements

- Paraphrase your thesis statement

- Summarize your main causes and effects to remind your reader of your main points.

- Make an observation (expectation/solution) based on what you have written.
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Conclusion

In conclusion, understanding cause-and-effect is essential for clear, logical academic
writing. In this lesson, we have seen that a cause is the reason something happens and an effect
is the result, and that writers can organize these relationships using block or chain structures.
We have also examined model essays, identified thesis statements, causes, effects, and
transitional signals, and practiced planning and developing our own cause-and-effect essays.
By applying these techniques, you will be able to explain complex events more effectively and

produce essays that are coherent, convincing, and well-structured.
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Lesson Five: Argumentative Essays

Overview

In this lesson, students are introduced to argumentative essays, a form of writing that
presents a clear position and supports it with reasons and evidence. They will learn the structure
of an argumentative essay (introduction, body, and conclusion), explore two common
organizational patterns (block and point-to-point), and identify thesis statements, opposing
arguments, rebuttals, and transitional signals in model texts. Finally, they will apply this
knowledge by analyzing sample essays and writing their own argumentative essays on familiar

topics.

By the end of the lesson, students will be able to:

» Define what an argumentative essay is and explain its purpose.

» Identify the main parts of an argumentative essay (introduction, body, conclusion).

» Recognize and distinguish between block and pointlItolIpointorganization in
argumentative essays.

» Locate thesis statements, opposing arguments, rebuttals, and transitional signals in
model texts.

> Analyse sample argumentative essays by answering guided questions about purpose,

structure, and language.

» Plan and write a short argumentative essay on a given topic, using a clear thesis,

supporting arguments, rebuttals, and appropriate transitional signals.
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Introduction

In our daily lives, we often try to convince others to see things our way; whether discussing
school rules, technology, or social issues. To do this effectively in writing, we use
argumentative essays. In this lesson, you will learn what an argumentative essay is, how it is
organized, and how to present and support your point of view while responding to opposing
opinions. By the end, you will be able to plan and write a well-structured argumentative essay
on topics that matter to you.

1. Definition of the Argumentative Essay

An argument is a piece of writing that takes a position on an issue and provides
supporting evidence to persuade someone else to accept or at least consider that position. An
argument helps you persuade people to see things your way or at least to understand your
position.

An argumentative essay is one in which you agree or disagree with an issue, using
reasons to support your opinion. Your goal is to convince your reader that your opinion is right.
To argue is to exchange opposing views. It is also to give a reason or a set of reasons to support
an idea.

2. Introduction of the Argumentative Essay

- Hook
It can be written by presenting statistics, a dramatic story, or other compelling
material.

- General Statement
It can be formed by giving an explanation of the issue/problem/topic.

- Thesis Statement
The thesis statement in an argumentative essay states clearly which side you are for

in a strong way.
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e.g.,
— Violent video games Prodlem opic mygt be abolished to children and teenagers Position
A thesis statement often mentions the opposing point of view. Notice that the writer's
opinion is expressed in the main (independent) clause, and the opposing point of view is
normally put into a subordinate structure.
e.g.,
— Despite the claims that violent video games are an entertainment, °PPsedidea they should
be abolished to children and teenagers Your Point of view
— Although violent video games are an entertainment,°PPosed idea [ strongly believe that they
should be abolished to children and teenagers Your point of view
3. Body of the Argumentative Essay
In the body of an argumentative essay, you have to take a stand on an issue, support
your stand with solid reasons, and support those reasons with solid evidence. Here, you can rely
on supporting facts, examples, and expert opinions to make your point of view, and therefore
your essay, stronger.
What is unique about an argumentative essay is that you do not just give reasons to
support your point of view. You must also discuss the opposing reasons and then rebut them.
3.1 Organization in the Argumentative Essay
There are two ways to organize an argumentative essay, which are the block pattern

and the point-by-point pattern. Both types can be illustrated in the following table:
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Organization in Argumentative Essays

Block Organization

Point-to-point Organization

Introduction

- Explanation of the issue
- Thesis statement

Body

- Body paragraph 1
o Summary of the other side’s
arguments
o Rebuttal to the 1 argument
o Rebuttal to the 2" argument
o Rebuttal to the 3 argument
- Body paragraph 2
o Your 1% argument
o Your 2" argument
o Your 3™ argument

Conclusion

Introduction

Explanation of the issue including a summary
of the other side’s arguments

Thesis statement

Body
- Body paragraph 1
o Statement of the other side’s 1%
argument and rebuttal with your own
counterargument
- Body paragraph 2
o Statement of the other side’s 2"
argument and rebuttal with your own
counterargument
- Body paragraph 3
o Statement of the other side’s 3™
argument and rebuttal with your own
counterargument
Conclusion

Table 12: Patterns of Organization in Argumentative Essays

Remember that what is important in the body of an argumentative essay is to present

your side and rebut the other side in a logical and organized way.

3.2 Transitional Signals for the Argumentative Essay

Most arguments are organized by order of importance, starting with the least important

evidence and saving the most convincing reason and evidence for last. You can also use

transitional signals to shift smoothly from one argument to another. Some transitional signals

can be listed in the following table:
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Transitional Signals for Argumentative Essays
above all more important
also most important
best of all one fact/another reason
especially one reason/ another reson
for example one thing/another thing
in addition in the first (second, third) place
in fact the first (second, third) point
in particular worst of all

Table 13: Common Transitional Signals for Argumentative Essays
4. Conclusion of the Argumentative Essay
The conclusion of an argumentative essay should be strong and convincing because it
is your last attempt to convince your reader of your point of view. A good conclusion of an
argumentative essay should:
- Remind readers of your position/point of view (paraphrase your thesis statement.

- Summarize your most important arguments

- Make a strong last attempt to convince your reader of your position
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Conclusion

In this lesson, we have seen that a strong argumentative essay clearly presents a position,
supports it with logical reasons and evidence, and fairly addresses opposing views. You have
explored how introductions, body paragraphs, and conclusions work together and how
transitional signals help make arguments clear and organized. With these skills, you are now
better prepared to express your opinions in writing and persuade readers thoughtfully and

effectively.
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Concluding Remarks on the Comprehension and Written Expression Module

The comprehension and written expression module for second-year LMD students has
provided students with a solid foundation in academic paragraph and essay writing, moving
from basic structure to producing full, coherent texts. By exploring different essay types,
developing thesis statements, organising ideas logically, and practising coherence and unity,
students are now better equipped to express their thoughts clearly and accurately in written
form. The skills gained here are not limited to this course; they are essential tools that will

support learners across all their university studies and in their future professional lives.

The comprehension and written expression module has aimed not only to improve
students’ language accuracy, but also to foster independent, critical writers. Through work on
reading comprehension, essay structure, argumentation, and different patterns of organisation,
students have learned to analyse texts, plan their ideas, and defend their opinions in a clear and
logical way. These abilities will enable them to approach academic tasks with greater

confidence and autonomy, and to participate more effectively in their academic community.

This module has shown that written expression is at the heart of university success. By
mastering topic sentences, thesis statements, paragraph development, and various essay types,
descriptive, narrative, expository, classification, comparison/contrast, cause-and-effect, and
argumentative, students have gained skills that directly support their work in literature,
civilisation, linguistics, and other subjects. The strategies practised here will help them read
more critically, write more coherently, and meet the written requirements of exams and research
tasks throughout their degree.

Students have learned that good writing is not a product of inspiration alone, but the result
of a clear process: reading carefully, planning ideas, drafting, revising, and editing. Throughout

comprehension and written expression module, they have practised applying this process to
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different essay types and tasks, paying attention to structure, coherence, and accuracy. As they
continue their studies, they are encouraged to keep refining these habits, treating every new
writing task as an opportunity to develop greater clarity, precision, and personal voice in

English.

In conclusion, the comprehension and written expression module is not just another
requirement in the program; it is a key skill that will shape students’ success in all their
academic and professional endeavors. Clear, coherent writing is essential for passing exams,
producing research, and communicating ideas in any field. For this reason, students should not
limit themselves to the content delivered in class or to the tasks assigned by their teachers. They
are strongly encouraged to read widely, analyze authentic texts, and practice writing
independently. By taking responsibility for their progress and viewing this module as a starting
point rather than an endpoint, students can gradually develop into independent, confident

writers who can express their thoughts accurately and persuasively in English.
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Transitional Signals

CONJUNCTIVE ADVERBS

also, besides, furthermore, in addition, moreover
however, nevertheless, nonetheless, still
in contrast, on the other hand

as a result, consequently. therefore, thus
meanwhile, afterward, then, subsequently
for example, for instance

similarly, likewise

instead, on the contrary, rather

instead

on the other hand, alternatively

otherwise

in other words, that is

indeed, in fact

FUNCTION
To add a similar idea
To add an unexpected or surprising continuation
To add a complete contrast
To add a result
To list ideas in chronological order
To give an example
To show similarities
To indicate an alternative
To indicate a substitution
To give another possibility
To give a result, often bad (meaning "if not")
To add an explanation
To make a statement stronger

Table 14. Conjunctive Adverbs
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Transition Signals and Conjunctive Coordinators and Subordinators Others: Adjectives,
Adverbs Paired Conjunctions Prepositions, Verbs
To list ideas in order of time
first, ..../first of all, .../second,.../ third,..../ Before/ after/ the first (reason, cause, step, etc.)/ the

next,.../ then,.... / after that,... / meanwhile,../
in the meantime,..../finally,.../ last,.../ last of
all,.../ subsequently, ....

until/ when/
while/ as soon as/
since

second... /the third.../ another.../ the
last..../ the final...

To list ideas in order of importance

First, ..../ first of all, ..../ first and foremost,
..../ second, .... /more important, .... /most
important, ..../ more significant, ..../ most
significant,... /above all,.../ most of all, ....

the first... (reason, cause, step, etc.)/ an
additional.../ the second... /another.../ a
more important (reason, cause, step,
etc.)/ the most important.../ the most
significant.../ the best/the worst...

To add a similar or equal idea

also,../ besides,.../ furthermore, ..../
in addition, ..../ moreover, ..../ too/as well

and/ both...and/ not
only.... but also

another (reason, cause, step, etc./ a
second.../ an additional.../ a final.../ as
well as

To add an opposite Idea

However,..../ on the other hand,..../
nevertheless, .../ nonetheless..../ still,...

but.../ yet....

Although/ even
though/ though

Despite/ in spite of

To explain or restate an idea

in other words,.../ in particular,../ (more)
specifically, .../ that is, ...

To make a statement stronger

indeed, .../ in fact,...

To give another possibility

alternatively,../ on the other hand,../
otherwise,. ..

or/ either...or/
whether.. or

To give an example

for example,.../ for instance,...

such as/ an example of/ to exemplify

To express an opinion

according to .../ in my opinion,.../ in my
View,...

to believe (that)/ to feel (that)/ to think
(that)

To give a reason

for this reason,...

for

because

as a result of/ because of/ due to

To give a result

accordingly, .../ as a consequence,..../ as a
result,.../ consequently, ..../for these reasons,
.../ hence,.../ therefore,.../ thus, ...

SO

the cause of/ the reason for/ to cause/ to
result (in)/ to have an effect on/ to
affect

To add a conclusion

all in all,.../ in brief,.../ in short,.../ to
conclude,.../to summarize,.../ in
conclusion,.../ in summary,.../

To show similarities

likewise,.../ similarly, .../ also

and/ both... and/ not
only... but also/
neither... nor

alike/ like/ just like/ as/ just as/ as well/
as well as/ compared with or to/ in
comparison with or to/ to be similar
(to)/ too

To show differences

however,.../ in contrast,.../ instead,.../ on the
contrary,.../ on the other hand,.../rather, ...

instead of

Table 15. Transitional Signals
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